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* Luxx 13.24. 


Strave to enter in at the ſtrait Gate: jor many 


: (I od unto you) will ſeeks to enter in and 
Da not be able. 


[1 ur en Jeſus Chriſt ſaithin 
| ? (A N the 20. Uf Mat. Ma are cal · 
4 ed dus few are choſen: In th 


. of Matth. Verſ. 13. he hias 
vs. Enter in at the ſtrait Gate: 
ſor it is the wide Gate and broad way that „ _. 
leaqeth to deſtruction: many there be that ſaciaa. 
gęꝗo in thereat: becauſe the Gate is ſtraĩt and 
the way narrow that leade th unto life, and 
few [ . % Al = | 
An this place of Saint Luke we re Luk. 11.21 
a tertalwe inan whichcanis to our avionr * 7? 
LUs A Chzilt 


* 


2 | The StraitGate 


Chiift x asked him of purpoſe, whether few {| 
| ſhould be ſaued. To whem dur Lozd Jeſus * 

jaar, Anſwered thus. Strive to Eter in at the ſtrait 
ue dacit Gate, for many(Liay unto you) will ſeek to 

dunn. enter in, and ſhall not be able. In which an 

: ſwer, albeit our Sawfonr voth not anſwere { 
directly to his queſtion either negatively,oz 
affirmatinely: pet doth he plainly infinuate 
by his fp&ches, that few ſhall be ſaved. 

Reverend regarded in Chꝛiſt Jeſus: this 
is a ſufficient motive whereby eur Saniour U 
Chailt fozewarneth us, that if we do not in 
time repent, ſoꝛſake cur ſins, and ſeeke after 
God: both the ancient Chꝛiſtian Fathers, | 
(whoſe eyes ſaw not what wee ſ&, noz 
their cares heard not what we heare) yea, | 
the very Yeathen alto ſhall rife pp in zu 
ment againſt vs. Foz it is gd toi 
which &. Auguſtine giveth,Quid prodeſt 
omnia habes, eum tamen qui onmia-dedft 
non habere 7 Mhat is a mathe better 
ſhongh he hade all things, and be withenk 
him which is the authoz of all things. 

Let none therefoze flumble at it: but ii 
any doe, let them remember the charge that 
we hauealſo from God. Oh( ſaith one) con- 
ſideret periculum maumt e that is ꝭiſplea ⸗· 
ed with ms let him conſider mp dane 10 ö 
| al 


— * 


to Heaven. 3 ; 


ſaith not God to Jeremy, that he would deſ- Ter.r.17; 
troꝝ him befoze his fate, it he held his peace: | 

Saints Auguſtine ſaith very well: Quid tu | 
ſuecẽſes mortalis ſubmiſſione Chriſti mare 


audit, & tu ſardus es? D wozm of the earth 
luhy doſt thou ſtozme 2 the dea heard and 


obeted the voice of C hꝛiſt:and doſt thou top 
thy eares 2 Mare audit, ventus ceſſat, & tu 
ſufflas? Che ſea wared calme, the wind was 
fil, and doft thou begin to bluſter and wel? 


Doe not we (peak frem the mouth of God? 


doth not the Yoly Ghoſt give vs lofty and Tig. . 
gloztous titles: as, the Stewards of Govg 1,50": 
owne houſe, diſpoſers of his ſecrets, diſs 20. 

bur ſers of his treaſures, kt pers of the Ap oc. 3. 
bꝛoad ſeale, keepers of the kepes of heaven, 2 
Gods Secretaries, Gods embaſſadeꝛs, An, Cor 52 
gels, vea, the very glozy of Chꝛiſt: and all 

this to exxʒeſte the excellency of our calling: 

pet the vile varlets and venemous vermine 


of the earth, dare call vs pꝛoud Pꝛelates, 


pild Parſons, and pelling P2ieffs, O mon⸗ 
trous and intolerable impiety; A ſpeake to 

al ſozts, not to fqme few of one ſoʒt. But that 

which herein A peak. is not much moze the , 
that ofthe Apoſtle Paul (as ſome of our 
own poets have ſaid) which is warrantable, 


One thing thprefoze deare Chꝛiſtians let 
Az me 


g 


4 


at. 10. 
at. 13. 
at. 4. 

Ake. 8. 


er in the 
p art, 


| uke 4. 
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me beg of vou: to wit, that you would heare 
diligently,receine zealouflp,and judge ſober⸗ 
ly t diſcreetly, Non mea verba ſunt ſed ver- 
ba vitz zternz.They are not my wozds but 
the wo2ds ofeternall life. Foz the wozd of 
God hath ſundzy hearers ; ſome recetne it, 
ſome,receine it not, Note the par able ofthe 
ſeed;the ſ&d of the woꝛd of God when it was 
ſowne, ſome fell by the high way ſide, ſome 
vpon ſtony ground, ſome upon thoznes,and 
ſome in good ground, gc. But moꝛe btefly 
and ſtrialy the wo2d of God hath two ſo2ts 


of hearers: & led and Repꝛobate. The eled 


ſay with peter: Domine ad quem ibtmus ? 
verba vitz æternæ habes: Þaſter to whom 
ſhall we goe? Thou haſt the wozds ofefer- 
nall life. The Repꝛobate ſay; Durus eſt hic 
ſermo;This is a hard ſax ing, who can hear 
it can moꝛtality put on immoztalityꝰ can 
this cozruption put on incozruption? can 
Chꝛiſt be God and man? can God beget a 
Son: as of late the Deuil of Nozwich deni- 


lithly ſaid?yea,wozſe then a Deuil was he: 


fazthe Deuils in the 4. of Luke acknowlcd- 
ged Chꝛiſt, crying x ſaying thou art Chꝛiſt 
the ſon of God, but this denil deniedChzaift. 
The woꝛd ol God is pꝛeached in vain fo 
many ; the hony is loſt that is put into — 
e 


„* 


— ————ä—äẽ—ĩꝛ — ͤ— 
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— — I 


to Heauen. 


ſels of gall; the ſich is caſt away that is put 
info dꝛie poles: and the ſ@d periſheth that 


"= 


is ſowne bpon the ſand, . Cyprian ſaith, cori 


Certelabor irritus eſt. & nullim effectus of- f | 


Is 


fexre lumen czco,ſermone ſurdo, ſapientiam 
bruto:nã nec ſentire brutus poſſit, nec cæcus 
lumen ad mittere, nec ſurdus audire: Truly 
it is loſt labour and to no purpoſe, fo offer 
light to a blinde man, ſpiꝛch to a deafs man, 
wiſdom to a groſſe head: ſeeing chat a groſſe 
head cannot percetne, a blind man cannot 
ſer, and a de afe man cannot hear. The anci⸗ 
ent Father Origen . melius eſſet 
nonnullis omnino non audire verbum Dei, 


quã audire en m malitia vel audire cum hy- 


pocriſi: mel ius autẽ dicimus ad comparatio- 


nem malorum. Bow much beter were it foz 


ſome not to hear the woꝛd of God at al, then 
ts heare with malice, oz to hear it with hy- 
porrifie : we ſay,betfer inreſped of evile. 
Therefoze my dear 1Bzcthzen and fellow 
Pꝛiſoners, pour friendly cenſure J humbly 
deſtre, together with your diligent attenki⸗ 
on, and dus regard of the matter enſuing, in 
the opening and explication of theſe woꝛds 
of aur Sabiour Chꝛiſt: wherein J dos aſ⸗ 
ſure you, J meddle not at all with any con⸗ 


frouerſtes in the Church:oz any thing in the 
A 4 Stats 


N. 
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The Strait Gate 
Wfate Eceleſiaſticall, but onelp enter into a 


contriued into thʒee pa incipal heads:wheree 
in our Saiaur Chailt declareth; how hard 


hal enter. In the firſt our Loʒd Jeſus bids 
bs Tkrine earneitly, In the ſecond, he affir⸗ 
meth that the gate is very ſtrait. In the 
third he ſaith,many which ſeeke to enter in 
(hall not be able. 


handled in their place. 

As touching the firſt head, where he bids 
vs ſtrine earneſtly, noting thereby that it is 
a matter of great ſtrife againſt the wozld, 


may rather wonder that any ſhall be ſaved, 
then ſo few ſhall be ſa bed. Foz we haue all 
the lets and hinder ances that may be, both 
within vs, and without vs: we have (as they 
ſay) the Bun, Mone, and ſeu? ſtars againſt 
us: ius haue al the devils in hell againſt us, 
with all their hoznes, heads, marueilous 
ſtrength, infinite wiles, cunning devices, 
deepe ſlights, and methodic all temptations. 
Here raves a ſoze reame againſt us:then 
haue we this pꝛeſent cuill wozld ** 


— 


controve: ſis with datan and ſinne. It is 


a thing it is to enter inta lie, and how feu 


. The particulars that occutre (as mag 
there are) they ſhall be touched rather then 


the Flech and the Deuill: and therefoze we 


vs. 
th 


8 


reer ee 


with his inuumerable baits, ſnares, nefs, 
ginnes, grins,xc.to catch us, ietter us, and 
intangle us. Here we haue both p2ofits and 
pleaſures, riches and honour, wealth and 
peferment, ambition + couetouſneſſe. ere 
comes a campe ropall of ſpiritual and inui⸗ 
ſible enemies. Laftly, wee haue cur fleſh, 
that is. our cozrupted nature againſt us: we 
haue our ſelues againſt our ſelues: Foz we 
dur ſelues are #s great enemies to our (als 
nation, as eyther the wozld oz the Deuill: 
Foz our under ſtanding, reaſon, will and afs 
fections are altogether againſt us. Dur nas 


turall wiſdome ts an enemie to us: cur cons 


tupiſcence and luſts doe minitter ſtrength 
to ſatans temptations, thev are al in league 
with Datan againſt us, they take part 
with him in euery thing againft ns and our 
ſalnafion , they fight all under his ſtandard 

and receine their pay of him. This then 


goeth hard on sur ſide, that the Deuill hath 


an inward party againſt us, and we carry 
alwapes within us our greafelf enemie, 
which is ever reavy night and day fo 
betray us into the hands, of Satan: yea, ta 
unbolt the deze to let him in to cut our 
thꝛoats. Here then we ſee an huge army ol 
dzeadfull enemies and a very legion of _ 


9. The Scrait Gate | 
| F nils lying in ambuſh ag aint aur ſoules: are - 
not we therefoze poze welches, in a mot 

pitifull caſe, which are thus befteged and | 
. befrayed on enery ũ de? All things then du⸗ 1 
ir conſfoored, may not wee juſtly maruell {#1 
that any ſhall be ſaned 2 Foz who ſ&th not, 
who knoweth not, that thenſand thouſands 
are caried headlong to veſtrucion(Without 
the great mercy of God) exther with the 
temptations of the wozld, the fleſh, oz the 
Denill. But pet further J will hew you by 
other apparant and tuident reaſons, that 
the number of Gods E leck upon the face of 
the earth are very few in compariſs; which 
may thus be conſtdered: Firl, let there be 
taken away from amongſt us the Papiſts, 
Atheiſts, and Heretiques, Secondly, let 
there be ſhovelled out, all vitious and nofo- 
rious enill liners, as ſwearers, dzunkards, 
whozemangers, carnall woꝛzldlings, decei⸗ 
ners, coſeners, pzoud men, riofers, games 
ſters, and the pꝛophane multitude. Thirdly, 
let there be refuſed and ſo3bed out all hypo- 
trites, carnal Pzofeſtants, vain ppofeſſo2s, 
back-flidere,decliners,amd cold Chziftlans. 
Let all theſe (J ſay) be ſeparated, and then 
tell me how many ſound, fincere, faithfull, 
andzealous wozſhippers of God = — 
| | 


{jd the Art of Arithmetick to number 
{hem:fa2 A think there would be very fcw 
incuery Uillage, Low, and City. I doubt 
{they would walk very thinly in the fir@t,'o 
{ag aman might eafily tell them as they go. 


Goſpel of Waint Luke ſaying,do you think 

| when the Sonne of man commeth that hee 
ſhall find faith on the earth? to the which 

de may anſwer, ſurely bery little. 

| | Tomake it mozecl&rely manifeſt that 


wo;ld,all fleſh had ſo cozrupted their wates 
that God could no longer beare them, but 
enen vowed their deſtruction by ouerflow - 


ing ol waters: when the flood came, how few 


were found faithfull 2 eight perſons were 

onely.ſaued b the Ark. Bow few righteous 
' found in Sodom, and the Cities adioyning⸗ 
| but one poꝛe Lov and his family. Pow few 
/ beleuers were found in Jericho ? but one 


/ Rahab, How few of the old Aſraelites en⸗ 
. | fred into the Land of P2omiſe ? but two, 


Caleb and Joſhua: the reſt could not enter 
in becauſe of unbel@fe. T he true and inui⸗ 
ſible Church was ſmall, during the gouern⸗ 
ment or the Judges, as appeareth 1 
| P 


4 
[ 
' 


to Heanen; = 
- [hb amonglt vs: I ſuppoſe we ſhould not 


Pur Lo Jeſus asketh aqueſtioninthe = 


few hall be ſatied : in the üirſt age of the Gen.s. 


10 The Strait Gate 
King · 17. ly in that boke, Jn Elias time the Chu 

5 was ſo ſmall that it did appeare weake, Jui 
the reigne ofthe Rings of Jſrael E Judah! 00 

- the ſincere wozſhippers were very few, ain 
Co 

qu 


appeareth by the complaint of all the P 

- phefs. During the captiuity, the Church qu 
was as the Þwone under a Cloud: ſhe was! ac 
dzinen into a wilderneſſe where He did hide 
her ſelf, During the perſecutts of the Ga 
Empire by Gog and Magog, and Egypt, 
they wers fewelt of all. In Chziſts time, 
with what filly company did he begin lwith⸗ li 
all e Bow were all things cozrupted by the 
P2telts,Scttbes,mdPharifies pzeaching, 
there were few beleeuers. Affer the firlt lr 
hundzeth yeares, what an eclipſe was in 
the Church during the height of Antichaitts ) 

reigne. Now few true wozthippers of God | 
were in the wo2ld fo2 the ſpace of almoft | ( 
nine hundzed peares ? Since the Goſpell | 
was pꝛeached and ſpzed abꝛoad, how few |. 
Eſry.5 3.1; do beleeue ? and as the Pzophet Elaydgith, 
Domine quis credidit auditui noſtre? Loyd } 4 
who hath beleened our repozts : Thus then 
vou ſee, it doth appeare(both by Dcriptare, | 1 
reaſon, and examples of all ages) thatthe | 
number of the elct is very. (mall, and | 
when all comes ta all, few ſhall bee caved. 
: There- 


to Heaven. 11 


teh eretoꝛe let us ſtriue earneffly to go in at 
In/jeffratt Gate, foz the ſmall number of 

hoſe that ſhall be aue ought to th2uſt vs 

7 [ward fo enter in thereat Chziſt ſaith, 
4\Contendite intrare per anguſtam portam, Luk. 13.24 
arc quia multi (dico vobis) ſtudebunt intrare, & 

lun ion poterunt: @frine to enter in at the nar⸗ 

hide row Gate, foz many (A ſay unto vou) will 

2&k| ſeeke to enter in and ſhall not be able. And 

— inanother place, he ſaith: The Gate is 1,1... 
ait; and the way narrow thavleadeth unto 

19 | life, and few — find it. At men 

the would conſider ofthis, and try with them⸗ 

ng, | ſelues whether they be of that ſmall num- 
fir] bero2 no: it would make them looke better 
in| about them, cc. Death thzeatneth ns, Who 
tts is very terrible to fleſh, and the remem⸗ 
0d | bzance. of it very bitter to a man that is 
M& | fowſed,ſoaked,and ſetled in the pleaſures of 

ll | this Moꝛld. Jt flattereth no man, it regars 

w | dethnot perſong,it weigheth not friendſhip, 

„ | ifcareth net fo2 rewards, it is verygrim, 

d } baly, and cruell, and killeth downeright 

1 -|- where it hitteth. Therekoꝛze, Chʒiſt bids us 

„ ſtrine earneſtly. To knit up this point, ©. 4 
Bernard ſaith: there is none of us all which (Toe „, 
d | \Fandeth not in need of counſell, pzops, and de Ad 


help. The generall miſery of mankind is 4 /in. 
triple, ec. 


12 The Strait Gate 


<. 
2 
— 


kripie, c. Foz both we are eaſie to be (edn. * 
to raſiſt. At we would diſcern betwene go 
and euill, we are deceiued: if we -goe abe tt 


to do god we quickly faiat:if we endeauem .f 
to reſiſt eutll, we cannot endure, but art ea 
fily ouerccme. The tyranny and rage ol (a 
tan is unſpeakeable, and his power mighty; a 
the baits of the wozld be innumerable, am . 
our fleſh. fraile anoweake : They are tha 
deadly enemies to our ſaluation, againſt all i 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


. Pet. · Whom we mulk topntly fight. 
3. Dur ũͤrſt aduer ſarp, the deaill;aroaring| , 
12. Lysn,rangeth about, ſerking whom he may 
1. Ioh. 5. 16 deusure, and inueuteth a thouſand waies to 
2 16 entrap vs, 4 bzing vs to everlaſting ſhame 
and deſkrudion. Foz Saint Paul ſaith, we) 
mꝛeſtle not againſt fleſh and blond, but a 
gainſt rule, againſt power, againſt wozldly | 
Gavernoursof the darkneſſe of this wozla, 
againſt ſpirituall wickedneſſe in all ſpiritu⸗ 
all places. Our ſecondenemy is the wozld, 
the whole woꝛld is altogether ſet on wicket» ; 
nelle, thers is nothing in the woꝛld but the 
| luſt of the fleſh,the luſt of the eyes, and the 

f. Det. a 11 hide of life. 

The third, our fleſh, our fleſh which rebel- | 


leth e luſteth contrary tothe ſpirit, 
nlts 


— 


* 
141 


F 


1104 


; to Heaven. | 13 
| luſts fight againſt the ſeule : ere vou ſie 


what euemies they be to ſaluation. 


Yow then ſhall we Erius to enter in at I hermes 


& mcarcs 


4. the trait Gate and nazrow way leading to of giving. 


ny] . everlaſting life? Firſt reſt the Denill and 


1e ho will fly from you, Reſiſt him in faith, in 
fl, Dꝛaxer, and in the wozd, Secondly, be cru- 


fled to the woꝛld euen as ſtrangers, which 


My are not of the woꝛzld. Foz we haue no abi⸗ 


* ding City here : but we ſteke one to come, 


al ſaith the Apoſtle. Laftly,chaſtiſe thy body 


with watchings,withlabour,with faſtings: I. Tor. 
it is a great vieto2zy to onercome the Denil, $41.5. 24. 

à greater to ouercome the wo2ld, and the Heb. 13.14 
groateſt of al fo onercome the fleſh x fleſhly 


bnruly affections, To him that ouercom⸗ 


1; \. meth ſhall be given a crowns : but hee that 
a | 1s overcomethall bee the continuall bond- 
lp man of Satan, our vile and crnell enemie. 
. Let vs ſo ftrive that we may overcome the . Tim. 4; 
n- | *nely that ſbriueth lawfully ſhall be crow- | 
b, Ned. Let every man fherefoze keepe his 
2, and oz ſtation in all obedience and readf- 
e neſſe. Stontly muſt we fight vnder Chaiſts 
be bictozions Banner. Whey are not trifles 
foz which wee ftrine : therefoze let vs not 
1, Dꝛinke noz cowardly run away : but with 
tp | Miavincible courage in an aſſured hope of 


's 


victozy, 


= 
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14 vidozy,adive al warlike miſeries ſufkainey | 
with the comfo2t of that reward: which ng 
man ſhal receiue except he ſtriue Lawfully, 

2. Tim. 2. Ng man that putteth bis hand to the plough 
_ and loketh backwards, is wozthp of the 
Mat.zo, kingdome of heauen:but he that endurethto - 
the end ſhall be ſaued. 
Now we ftrine foz Chzilt, and not fo; 
Antichꝛiſt, foʒ the truth, and not againlt if, 
2, Cor,r3, I candoe nothing againſt the truth, but for | 
the truth, ſaith aint Paul: fe2 the Goſpel, | 
and not foz the doctrine of men:foz true Kee || 
ligion, not fo2 ſuperſtition mult we ſtriue. 
But our friging foz the moſt part is all a⸗ 
w2y and wicked: we ſtrive who may be the 
pꝛoudeſt, pꝛetending equality: we flrine in⸗ 
derd loz ſuperiozitp, neither equall noz ſupe⸗ 
rienr can we abide : wes ſt riue how to (aps ⸗⸗ 
plant and onerth2oww one another: enup hath | 
made men im pudent, ſcriuing to undermins 
and caſt vowne the walls of innocencp: | 
fkriuing how ta place and diſplace, how fo | | 
diſgrace, and how to bzing into fanour,how | | 
fo ſet up and haw to thzow downe. And in 
ſo doing we ſtrive againſt our ſelues, and 
fo2 the aduantage of our deadly foes, This 
warre is not Chziltian, this is not fo | | 
frtue lawfully ; this is not to fight - * |. | 
aht: 
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| not as the multitude doth, which wee \& dal⸗ 
| ly beſoze ourepes, - wallow in wicked- 


to Heaven. 


fight : this vicozy hail not be crowned; 


Behold, in a wozd, I ſpeake unto you all: 
how many arethere among you(atſhame to 
ſpeaks it) that (@ke to ſtrius againſt your 
ſelnes, and follow the example of the multi⸗ 


" fude ; namely, in ſwearing, blaſphemy, curs 
ſed ſpeaking, railing,backbiting,flandering, 


chiding, quarreling, contention, jeſting, moc⸗ 
king flatter ing, leing, diſſembling, cc. Theſe 


things doe euerflow in all places, ſo as men 


which feare God had befter, bee any where 


hen in company with ſuch men. 


Lanctantius Firmianus,ſpeaking of the end 


ladibrio habebuntur : If there rematne any 
god men at that time, they hall be counted 


15 


Lactan. 


| ; apa. 
" ofthe WLozld, ſaith,Si erunt boni, prada ac 2912, 


A pꝛeꝝ, a boi, a mocking ſtack. Canft thou _ 


not flatter 2 Canſt thou not lie 2 Cant thou 
not play the Pypacrite : Canſt thou not fols 
low the falhion, and ſerne the tage? No, 
then thou art no miete man fo line in this 
wozld:chaſe a few companions. But i lay 
bits you as Neſtor did vnto his childzen, 


dba, foz vnleſſs God helpe ns,we al periſh. 


Now J beſ&ch von bzethzen and fellows 
pziſoners, euen foz Jeſus Chziſts ſake, dos 


nelle: 


2 


{ 
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wap and wide gate, leading to euerlaſting 
Striue earneſtly, The almighty God of 


his ineſtable godneſle , when he ſaw the J. 


weakneſſe of out fleſh by nature pꝛone to 
kuill, and therefoze vnable to withſtand the 
Deuill (whois called a Dꝛagon with ſeuen 


cruelty) enen then moſt loningly ſhewed an 


extellent remedy, whereby wee might pꝛe -/ 
ſerue gur ſelnes from injury, and that is 


pꝛaper. Jtbehwueth us to take it foz our 
weapon, that wer may kee pe or ſelues from 


| Gandentivs the'inuafton of Satan. Foz as the Lyon(at 
% Meade the fight of a Cocke ) is diſcomfozted, and 


# — at his crowing vetaketh himſelfe to his | 


hales: o doth Satan both tand in feare 
of a godly man, and fly at his pzayer. And 


| ZaZew.de Lactantius noteth, Deuills doe hurt but the - 
| £7707.6.16. faint⸗hearted: ſuch as the great and mighty 


hand of God doth not pꝛotec, which are pꝛo⸗ 
phane from the Sacrament of trath; but the 


juſt, that is, the true wozlhippers of God, 9 


doe the Deuils feare. 
Let us valiantly take this weapon in 


hand, and manfully fight with Satan and 


ſinne: let us try our combats in the * — 


nelle: but kee pe your ſelues from the bead | 


to Heaven. 17 


the holy ©criptures, let vs begin fo franerſe 
| the way of Gods Commandements; and | 
bzeake info theſe wozds, The afflictions of Rom. 8.18. 
this preſẽt time are not worthy of the glory 
4» that ſhall be ſhew ed anto us. Let us gjtiue to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate and narrow way, 
leading to eternall ſaluation: to wit, Charity, 
which is the roote and mother of all good 
works: joy in ſeruing of Gad, peate oz tram / Gal. 5, a2: 
| quillity of mind in the ſtoꝛms of this wozld; 
patience in adaerſify :longanimity in expet⸗ 
ting our reward: bonity in hurting no man: 
benignity in ſwete behauiour: gentleneſſe 
in occaſton ginen of anger: faichtulneſſe in 
perfo2mance of our pzomiles: modeffy with-: 
dut arrogancy : continencꝝ from all kind ot 
j wickednefſe : chaity in conſeruing a pure 
mind in a cleane i; unſpatted body. Agaiiift 
theſe, ſaith Haint Paul, there is no Law: Gal. g. 20, 
Contrarily, let us ſhun and auoid the bzoad 27. 
| way and wide Gate leading unto enerlaſfs 
ing deſfruction ; namely, foznicatton, un⸗ 
| leanneſſe, wantonnoſſe, lechery, idolatry, 
- poyſonings, enmifies, contention; emnlatt - 
ons, w2ath, ffrife, diſſention, ſects, enny, 
| tinrder, dzunkenneſſe, gluttony, e ſuch like: 

of which I fozetell you, as J have told you 
| efoze, that thoſe men which doe ſuch cal 
ö 2 


. — 
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Gall nener obtaine the kingdome of heanen; 
Pere then pou ſee how hard a thing it is fo 
1 fo enter in at the kingdome of heanen, 
and how few ſhall enter; therefoze ſome be» 
cauſe it is difficult to ſfriue,ffrine not at all. 
| XutChatil bids us to ſtriue earneftly, and 
pzomileth enerlaſting poace and comfozt - 
Ants him, contendenti & vincenti, that ffris 
ich nech and ouercammeth,ſaying,though in the 
{| 10.16.13 madd vc have no peace, bat tribulations. 
and afflictions, vet be of god chere,Ego vici 
mundum, & omnia in hoe mundo: J haue o⸗ 
uercome the wozld, and all things in this 
pozld, andtherefoze in met you ſhall hau 
5 — cus Chailt 
nthe ſecond head eur Lo2d Jeſus f 
affirmeth that the Gate is very — J 
that none can enter in, without vehe- 
ment crowding, and almoſt bzeaking their 
ſhoulder bones: that is, none can enter into 
eternalllife without vehement ſuit, earneſt 
ore 7 unto — fg 9 
82gineneſle of their ſinnes, wꝛought by 
ſpirit, in all Chziſtians, with an inward and 
true repentance: and God will direc all thy 


waies, and appoint th& bow to goe, either 
bither oz thither as the zy ꝛophet Eſaias ſaith ; 
Ibeugh the Lord give thee bread of trouble | 
. ts iy All 


— — 


» 8 


w 2. 
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| and the water of affliction and adverſity, thy Eſay.z0, 


raine ſhall be no more ſcant : but thine eyes *:21+ 
ſhal ſee the rain: yea, and thine ear (hall hear 


the talking of him that ſpeakes behind thee, 


This ts the way, walke therein, turne not 


+ aftdeneither tothe right handnoz to the left. 


Wherefoze, Hoc opus, hic labor, endeauour 
we, and let out chiefeſt care, yea, our grea⸗ 
feſt ende our be fo2 the verfus of his grace 
the antetedent to glozy, both which are his 
fre gifts. The Loꝛd will gine grace and glo⸗ PIA. 84.1 ui | 


rp, and uo god thing will he with-hold from 


them that walke vpzightly. 
As J haue Hewed you of ſumd zy lets both 


within vs and without vs, which doe keepe 


vs backe from God, and hold vs faſt in = 
fines : ſo now unto all that hath bene ſatis 
befoze,J will lay fozth vnto your biew ſeuen 
eſpetiall lets # hindzances bnto sternall lite: 
which may not unfitly be termed ſeven bars 
out of heaven, and ſebex gates info hell :and 


thereby you Hall perceiue that the gate is 
bery ſtrait that leadeth vnto life, and few 


there be that find if. 

The irt, which ts infidelity, is pzoned 1 
ont of the fourth Chapter to the Hebrewes 4. 
where if is thus witten: Vnto us was the 
Goſpell preached as unco them: but the 

1 word 


0 % 7 7 


word which they heard profited them not 
becauſe it was not mixt with faith in thoſe |. 
that heard it. And againe , they could nof | 
enter in becauſe of nnbel&efe. Mere we ſ&@ 
that unbelefedid barre ont the old people | 
froentring into the land of Pꝛomiſe: which |: 
was a figure of Gods eternall Kingvome. 
And ſure it is, that the ſame unbelece doth. 
barre out thouſands of vs. Foz many will 
bel&ue nothing but their owne fantaſies: 
they will not bel@ne the -Wozd of God, e 
ſpectally when it is contrary to their ins, | 
and likings, p2ofit and pleaſures. Though 
things be manifeſtly pꝛoued to their faces, 
and the Chapter x Werſe thewved vnto them: 
yet will they not bel&ue : o2 though they ſap [ 
they will bel&ye, yet will they neuer goe 
about the pzacice of any thing, bat reply a⸗ 
gainſt God in all their auions. And foz the 
molt part when God ſaith one thing, they 
will either ſay.82 doe another: when God 
ſaith yea,they will ſay no, and give GD D 
the lye. Dome againe will ſay,tf all be true 
that the Pzeachers ſay, then God helpe vs, 
Thus pou ſe& how infidelify dothbarre men 
out of heanen and call them into hell. 
The ſecond Gate, which is the pzeſump- 
tion of Godg mercy ; foz, if men be ſharpely | 
> ' en_ 


a 


* 
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7 


| 


, 


to Heauen. 


rep2onsd foz their ſinnes, and exhoꝛted bnfa 
repentance, by & by they take conert,ſaying, 
God is mercifull, as though God were made 


or all mercy, and that there were no juſtice 
in him at all: e thus the wicked make Gods 
mercies an occaſion to fin, which the Þz0- 


phet Nahum in the fir ſt Chapter of his pꝛo⸗ 
phecie doth Tharpely repzoue : The Lord 
(ſaith he) is flow to anger, but he is great in 
wer, and will not ſurely clear the wicked. 
ere we ſes that God will not ſarely ſpare 
ſuch as goe on in their ſinnes pꝛeſuming of 
his mercy, and ſaping in their hearts, Af 1 
may but haue a Loz2d haue mercy upon mee 
th:& heures befoze my death, J care not. 
Bat it is juſt with God when thoſe th:& 


houres come, to ſhut thcin up in blindneſſe 


and hardneſſe ol heart, as a juſt plague foz 
their pꝛeſumption. Therefoze the Pꝛaphet 


David ſeeing the gr ieuouſneſſe of his ſinne, 
'p2apeth to be velinered from it. Keepe mee, 
O Lord, from preſumptuous ſinnes let them 


not raigne over me. K et all men therefoze 


fake herde ol pꝛeſumpluous ſinnes, which is 
the one dy canie that finne doth ſo mightily 
abound in dur age: and let us not;continns 


in unne, pꝛeſuming of Gods mercy, but 


let us come unto God foz mercy , while the 
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gates of mercy are opened unfo us: Foz 
though God be full of mercy , yet will ha 
ew no mercytfo them that pzeſume of his 
mercx, but they ſhall once know to their coſt,- | 
that juſtice goes from him as well as mer» |. 
cy. Andtherefoze it may well be called the | 
— to Heauen, and the wide gate to 
Let us come tothe third Gate, which is 
the example of the multitide, foz that doth 
harden and embolden men unto nne 2 As 
when many birds doe flicker and flocke foge- 
ther, they fall upon the net without any 


feare, but one oʒ two alone will bee afraid, 


Euen ſo the example of many fin-compant- | 
ons dee embolden men to runne though the 


is pzoned iu the 23. of Exodus, whers the 
Lo2d ſaith flatly, Thou ſhale not follow a 
multitude to doevill. This is a thing that 
Hindereth a great number from God, foz 
ther neuer loke up emfo God, oz to his 
wozd, but tare upon the common multitude | 
anddoing of moſt men, anderamples of the 

wozld, thinking that if they vo as moſt men 
doe, as their fozefathers haue done _befs2e 
them, they are cockſare & of an euen ground, 


Andhereupon riſeth their deuillich one. | 


ſnares of ſatan without any miſtruſt. This 


— 


to Heaven. 

Ds as the mot men do, and the feet will 
ſpeake euill sf vou, which is a very w 
ſpiech. But they haue fozgotten Saint Pauls 
Rule, Ne configure mini ſeculo iſto, &c. Fas 


| | - hisn not your ſelnes like unto this wozld. 


Theſe fellowes that ſcand bpon the multi⸗ 


tude, will reaſon thus, Mis ſie none of thels 
great ones of the Wold, nove of the noble, 


none of the rich, none ol the wiſe and pzns 
dent receine this doctrine, but onely a few - 


). Gackrags and beggarly raſcals, and there- 


1 


_— 
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kaze it is a token that is nothing worth, 
and that it is donbtfull, and not foz vs to 
meddle withall. Loe what thoughts map 
crepe into our hearts, and how ſlily Satan 
may trump in our way and blindfold vs, 


und lead us away in the darke by doting and 
dozring us with the example of the multi⸗ 


tude. Let vstherefozo take hid of theſe pit- 


kals which Satan lapeth in the way, and 


not be caried away with theſe thanghts and 


_ reaſons. 


The wicked beare themſelues in hand, 
that they will win the game, E that the goale 
goeth on their de, and there is nothing but 
crawing lang befoze it be day, and great tri⸗ 
um phliig among them befoze any ſtroke bes 
ftricken, and that becanſs we be but a _ 
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full of people, and they a great multitude: 
and that in a manner the whole wozld a⸗ 
greeth with them to pꝛactice our death. Thug 
the ZDenill doth caſt a miſt befoze their cites, 
and leads them away from the trait Gate 
to Heauen, and bzings them into the b2zoad | 
way which leadeth them tothe botfomecleſſy 
pit of Hell. Therefoze my deare Bzethzen, | 
let vs ſtand faſt in the Mod of the Lozd, 
and take herd of bending with the way that | 
wer bee not carried away, o2 bowed quite 
downe with the raging ſtreame of the mul 
titude, foz the ſway of the woꝛld doth weigh 
downe all things that can be ſpoken out of 
the wozd of God, and speneth a very wide 
paſſage into hell. | 
Now let vs p2oceed fo the fourth G ate 
into hell which ts the long cuſtome of ſinne, 
fo2 that taketh away all ſenſe and f&ling of 
inne, and maketh it as it were another na- 
ture vnto vs, ſo that wee may as well alter 
nature as ſhake it off, when it is thus ſolde⸗ 
red vnto vs thꝛough long cuſtome : this is 
noted by the P2ophef Jeremy to bæ a very 
dangerous thing. Fo2 he& ſaith, Can the 
black-Moore change his skinne, or the Leo- 
pard his ſpots ? then may ye alſo de good 
which are acctſtomed to doe evill. Bere the 
Þ2opyel 


| 


- | 


* 


| 


* 


| 


hee 


to Heaven. 
W3ophet afirmeth, that it is as hard to 
ture an old diſeaſe that is bzed inthe bone, 
oz ts remedy a ſinne that hath bene hatched 
and bzonght vp with vs, as ta wach a black- 
Moꝛe white, oz to change the ſpots of a Legs 
which cannot bee without the deftroy- 
ing or nature. And ſuraly try it who will, he 
ſhall flad it as hard a matter to leaue an 
old cuſtome, whether it be of (wearing, ga⸗ 
ming, lying, whoꝛzing, euill company, oz am 
other ſin, as to waſh an Æthiopian. Theres 


foze it is wzitten, Prov. 27. Though thou 


ſnouldeſt bray a foole in a morter among 


Wheat brayed with a peſtle, yet will not his 


ſooliſhnes depart from him: o that as long 
as we are in cuſtame with finne, the doze of 
Veauen is barred vp againſt vs. 
Now let us heare of tho fift Gate, which 
lsthe long eſcaping ofpuniſhment, this is 
anouched by the Miſe man in theſs wozds, 
Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not 
executed ſpeedily, therfore the hearts of the 
children of men, have ſet them to do evill. 


Where he cheweth thabone cauſe why men 


Are ſo hardened in theit nine, is becauſe Gs 


winketh at them, and letteth them alone, 

not puniſhing them immediate lg after they 

bane ſtnnod. Foz if God ſhould 9 
; r 
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ſtrike dolone one, and raine downe fire in 
bzimſtone vpon another, and cauſe the earth 
to ſwallow vp the third, then men won 
feare indied: but God taketh nok that courſe, 


fo though he m@t with ſome in this life, yet | 
de lots thouſands eſcape , and that maketh |* 


them uroze bold, thinking they Qall nener 


came to their anſwer. Euen as an old thee; | 


which hatha long time eſcaped both paiſon 
and gallowes, thinks he Gal alwaies eſcape, 


But let them take h&d, faz as the P2overbe 
ſaith, Though the pitcher goes long to the 
Well, yet at laſt it comes bzoken home: 00 


though men eſcape long nnpuniſhed fo2 fin, | 


ret ſhall they not alwates be fried: fo2 there 
Wil come a day of reuenge, a day that wil pay 
chem home fo2 all. 
puntly leadeth numbersto veſtructton : that 


the Pagiſtrate. 
The (Gt Gate is the beholding of other 
mons d&ds:fo2 when ſome men that have led 


notozious Enners enen to the wozly-ward, 
lo that every man could point at them, if »p- 
#1 their deathbed they (ay a few ge wozus 


and thzrefoze goeth on bolvly in his thefts, 


ts, when men are let alone, and not (ſmitten - 
by the hand of God, noz puniſht by Law of 


Thus vou ſ&@ that im- 


a wicked and bngrations life, and haue bane | 


* 
* 
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and cry God mercy, and ſay their pꝛapers, 
and fozgine al che Woald,and ſo die quietly, 
it is maruellous ta heare how the folilh peo⸗ 


nie ot the Wozld wil exalt them, and juſtify 
idem, ſaying: Þe made a very good end as as 


ny man could make, and died as quietly as a 
Lambe, and ſet all things in god 92der be- 


- foze he died. Berevpon another wicked and 


manltrous varlet is incouraged to tnne:koz, 
thinketh hee, ſach a man lined as wickedle 


and loſelp as J, oz any man elſe, and pet bs 


made a very god end, and why map not 1 
doe (ſo tos 2 Wart alas theſe mens eyes ars 
ble ared, foz to dye quietly is not to dye gods 


ty; to cry Gods mercy to fathion ſake, is not 


to haus God mercifall, to ſay a fo pʒapers 
with the t&bh outward, is not to we in the 
faith of Chzilt,foz many doe this, and vet die 
miſerably. a | 
The laſt Gate is hope of long life: this is 
affirmed by our Load concerning the rich 
Moꝛldling who whe he felt the wozldcoms 
in upon him, with full ſtreame, ſaid he would 
pull vowne his barnes and bullo greater, and 
ſay to his ſoule, Soule, habes multa bona re- 
2 annos multos, requieſce, comede, 
ibs, oblectare: Thou haſt mach goods laxd 
bp foz many veaces, line af caſe, eat, dzink, 
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and fake thy paſtime. But our Saviour cals | 


him fole foz flattring himlelfe in ſecuritp, 
and pꝛomiſing to bimſelfe long life: mozey 
ouer, he plainely telleth hum that the ſame 


night be ſhould make an hellich c miſerable |. 


end. Note J p2ay pon how Jeſus Chꝛiſt the 
foumtaine of all wiſdome, calleth this mana 
fle and yelveth a reaſon thereot, to wit, be⸗ 
cauſe he gathereth riches to himſelfe, 6 was 
not rich in God, hee had great care foz this 
life, and none at al foz that which is to come. 


So then it followeth, that all ſuch are mere | 
feoles indeed e may bee chzonicled faz foleg. 
(howſoener they be taken and reputes in the | 


wozld)- which haue much care foz their bo» 
dies and none fo2 their ſoules, great care faz 


this like, and none at all foz that which is ta 


tome. Mel, let all ſuch pꝛophane wozldlings 


as dꝛeame and dote of long life (and theres | 
fo2e defer the day of their repentance unto 


God) fake h&@d by this mans erample that 
they reckon not without their Hoft, and ber 
ſuvdenly ſnatcht away in the midſt. of all 


their pleaſures and jollitie, as Iob ſaith, 


Some dye in their full ſtrength being in all 
eaſe and pꝛoſperitp, their bꝛeſt are full o! 
marrow. Me ſ& therefeze haw dangerous 


a thing it is foz men to flatter and ſcoth un 


themſeluss 


bir nos vias ſuas: and he will teach us his Church 


” 
——— 


them: but the wicked hall fall therein. Ds 5118. 


| all men, there is no darknes in Gods word: 


10 Heaven. 29 


| themſelues with hope of a long life. Eſay. z. 3. | 
Via arctiſſima, the way is very ffraif,mp Mich 2.3. 
little flock ſpeak thus one to another: Come — 


let vs goe up to the mountaine ol the K ozd, Si here 
to the houſs of the God of Jacob: Et doce- the vitible | 


waies, and we will walke in his paths, fog hen was. 
we will ns longer follow the multitude, noz 

walke in the wales of the wicked, but wee 
will viſit the true Church whereas the pea- 
| ple are taught by Gods pure Mod. The JA 
P;ophot Hoſeas ſaith : the waies of the % *** | 


Loꝛd are ſtraib, and the juſt ſhall walke in wan 


— 


ſaith the P2ophet David. The Scriptures 
are a guide foz our ft. Oo ſaith the old Fas 
ther Origen, Clanſum eſt negligentibus, in- ig. Ex. 

venitur quærentibus. It is ſhut from the Nn. 7. 
negligent: but it is open to them that ſ&ke 
and knock foz it. D. Clemens Alexaudrinus 

ſaith al ſo, Audite qui eſtis longe, audite qui 

prope: nullis celatum eſt verbum, lux eſt cõ- 
munis, omnibus illuceſcit hominibus: nullus 

eſt in verbocimerius, feſtinemus ad ſalutem, 

ad regenerationem: Harken vis that be far 

off, har ken yon that be nere, the wozd of God 

ls hid from no man, it is a light common ta 


let 
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Fulg.in ſer. let us make haſte to ſalvation, fo regenera⸗ 


das & quod robuſtus comedat, & quod 
parvulus ſugat: In the Scriptures of God, 
there is plenty ſufficient, both foz the ſfr 
to eate, and the little one to ſucke. Do l 


biguitate, & ſimiliter ab omnibus audiri poſ- 


rently of all men. o ſaith Chryſoſt: Omnia 
clara & plana ſunt in Scripturis divinis, quæ- 
cunque neceſſaria, manifeſta ſunt: Mhat᷑ de⸗ 
ner thing is neceſary foz us is alwates ma- 
niteſt. Do ſaith Epiphanius lib. 2. ©o ſaith 
©. Ierome, in Pſal. 86, Mo to conclude,ſaith 
Gregory. It is a ſtreame, wherein the little 


| Þ\.-24- mar eim. Therefoze lift vp your heads ys 


*, 


Foz theLo2d hath choſen Syon, and loueth 
to dwell in it, ſaying : This is my reſt fo; e⸗ 
ner, here mill J dwell, foz J haue a delight 
therein, Pſal. 132.1 3.14. 

Laltly,our Saviour Chsiſt ſaith, that ma⸗ 
ny that ſiake to ent or in ſhall not be able: 


1 


\Reconfe{/or- tion. Fulgentius Wziteth, In ſcripturis abun- 


Trenzus, RX in aperto ſunt, & ſue am- 


ſanc ; The Seriptures are plaine, and with. 
ont donbtfalnefſe, and may be heard indiffe- 


ö N Sreg.in Ep. 
15 ad. Lead. Lamb may wave, and the great Elephants 


porte eter. Hates, and lift up your ſelues you onerlaſting | 
et. does, and the Ring of glozp ſhall come in. 


ing thereby that euen ol them that (@ke, 
: min 


| 
why not one o; two, — ſhall ſ&ke to 


to Heaven, 


4; | many thall ſtep ſhozt,becaule they ſake him 
| not aright. Eſaias ſaith alſo, Except the Loꝛd , 


of hoſts had left us aſgd, we had bin as 90- 
dom, + like to Gomozrah, The Apollle al-. 


leageth aut of the P2ophets, that the Lozd Efa.ro.22. 
till mako a ſhoꝛt account in the earth, and Rom. 2. 


gather it into a ſhoʒt ſumme with righteouſ⸗ 


ſieke good and not emll : hate the euill, and 
lone the good, and eſtabliſh judgement in the 


Gate. It may be that the Load of hoſts will 


be mercifull vnto the remnant of Joſeph. 
The reaſon why many which ſ@ke fo en⸗ 
fer into eternall life ſhal not be able,is:God 
hath appainted unto euery man that lineth 
in the Church a certaine time of repentance 


and comming to Chzilt; and he which mil- 


ſpendeth that time, and is not made Chziſti⸗ 
an then, can neuer be ſaued. This made our 


© Danjour Chꝛiſt to werpe foz Jeruſalem, 


and ſay : Oh if thou hadſt known at the leaſt 
inthis thy day, thoſe things which belong 
to thy peace: but now are they hidden from 


| thineeyes. And he further ignifieth ths de⸗ L 
ſtructi on of Jcruſalem: becauſe thee knew ©" 


not the time of hep viſttation. ere we learn 
that the neglecing of this time is one cauſe, 


enter 


31 


ay 1.9 


Verſe 44 


ke, 9.24. 


| 


| nege. The Prophet Amos giueth god coun- | 
fell,ſaying: Seek the Lo2d and ye ſhall line: 4: | 
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enler into the king dome of heauen, and yee 
chall not be able. It is a marnellous thing 
that they which ſeke to be ſaned ſhould pe 
| riſh: but the fault is theirs, which ſeek when 
iti tm late. 
Nine here are nine things required of al that 
# chives re- ſhall be ſaued by Chai, 
Aured. 1 Ye mult be a new creature, 1 Cor. 5.17, | 
[ 2 Me mult liue, not after the laſts of men, 
bataſter the will of God, x Per.4.2, 
3 Me muſt bee zealons of god wozkes, | 
Tit. 2.14. | 
4 Yemult dye to ſinne and line to righte⸗ 
dnſnefſe, Rom. 6. 74. 1 
5 Me muft be holy q unblamable, Col. 2.6, 
6 He mult ſowalke as Chzilt hath wal 
Ked, Iohn. 2.6. | 
7 Vemuſtcrucifle the flefh with the aFe- > 
ions and laſts, Gal. 5. 24. { | 
8 Ye mult walke, not after the fleſh bun 
after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. 
Raſt of all, he mult ſerue God in holines | 
end righteonſneſſe all che dapes of bis life, | 
Luke. 1.75. 
Af theſe things be in you in ſome meaſure | | 
of truth, then your hope is currant, ſound, | | 
and god, otherwiſeit is nothing wozth. s 
in vaine do mon ſay they hope fo be ſanied by 
Chil, when as they walks wickedly and | | 
d{Colately: | 


— 


if | IOHEaVEn,. 33 
ee | bilolutely : the reaſo# hereof is, becauſe the 
is | members mult be{utable to the head: Nut 
pe | Chailt our head is holy, therefeze-wee his 
jen members mult bs holy alſo: as it is witten: | 

| Bc holy, for Iam holy, . Otherwiſe.if ws r. pet. 
will joyne p2ophans and vnholymeinbers to | 
dur holy head Chꝛiſt, then wee make Chꝛiſt 
17. | amonlter: as if we ſhauldjopne ſwearers, 
en, | dzunkards, whozemongers, aud ſuch like, fo 
be the members of Thule to baus life and 
| (aluation by him. nt the caſe is cap other⸗ 
wiſe: Foz firſt of all vefaꝛe a Chꝛiſtian can 
te / | come to haue aninward feling and true vn⸗ 
derit anding of theſe things, there are fine o⸗ 
.6, | ther ſpeciall things; to bee required of euery 
al | true Chziſtian which liueth in the Church. 
Feirlt, the acknowlepgemen ans cam⸗ 
* mittep againſt the dq ef the ld, l 
| Secondly, the;ackootulevgeawent.of Mone 
angry countenauce to be moſh i bent a⸗ 
gainſt him foz his ſins ce 517; 


nes | Shirdly, an inward ſaꝛroo and Paine t 


fe, | the heart and ſale foz inn. 12114 
| But here we are maſt wariin is bd 
nd, the fq2mer. points, fv2 if weden the vile 
© | firebzands in hell, jadas;FharpSrobWctcly 
Achitophel;e ſuch-like,Jhall-gd befogeive, 02 

be our equals, in the pzofeſſib of repentance; 
MF | CE 3 There 
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There are two manner of repetttances, 
the one, a true repentance fo lite: the other a 

» falſe repentance fo death: as ws may ſie 
Judas, whois ſaid to haue repented, & which 
is moze, to haue confeſſed his fault, x which | 
is moſt of all, to hane made reftitution : a 
vel it is afalſe repentance : and why ? be, 
cauſs it ſpꝛang not of a true faith, but as be- 
foze. Peter repented and wept bitter ly, and 
was ſaued thereby, though he neuer made 
tanfeſſlon noʒ tatis sagten: and why? becanſe 
it ſpꝛang of a true liuel faith in Chꝛiſt. 

Quid ergo eſt? Mhat is it then that is re⸗ 
quired at our hands? theſe two things ſnb- 
ſequent melt chiefly and pzincipally, which 
may be well called Vltima & ſumma, the laſt | 
— aged phe —4 is, 1 perfect ay 
Rok of Anne. Foz uch 


e Thc arknotvledgement of the mer- 
tie of God offered in that one Ned mer and 
only'ipeviato; — God and man, the 
man & 


7 


” 


1 Tim,z.5 
th a full perſwalion of 


Am — ref | 
tegrounded vpon the pꝛomiſe of 
that we ſhall be freely accepted 
Godin Chzilt : foz that, 

4 var Annes are purged in his bled, 
zal. Eſay LES | 
Secondly, 


to Heauen. 


Secondly, his righteouſnefſe is imputed 
vnto ns. Rom. 4.1, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 

The Fathers lokedfoz none other righs 
tesuſnes then this rightesuſnes of Chꝛiſt:as 


> the Apaſtle Paul p2oneth ſafficiently by that 


one example of Abraham, who is ſaid to ref 
himſelfs vpen that righteguſneſſe of faith, 
which is ths righteonſnes which God gineth 
bs in Chꝛiſt appꝛehended by faith only. 


geroufly, comfogted himſelfe with this righ- 
teouſheſſe, and all men that will belæue his 


doctrine, affirming that we cannot be, fayed 


with ſilver cr gold, but with the precious 


blood of Ieſus Chriſt, as ofal ab ch 
Mere then we ſ& what is reizuired of all 
that ſhall be ſaned by Thzift which things, 


if we doe beltzus with a linely faith, plants 
and grounded vpon the ſure p omiſes_ © 
Gods mercy offered ow wk tir, ing 
not doubting thereaf. Nene 
ktepe and perfoꝛmet vhs 10 les afoze 
then wee Mall bee aCaredto enter in at 
fraif gate, and narrow way leading 


eternall life. @alnaffon is the gift of, —— | 
which he freely beſtoweth vpon all that ſwke 
himaright. his is eternall life fo kyow ; 
the Father and him whom he hath ſent, Je- 
ſus Chztlk, 


W & mult ſ@ke God arilght. 
C 3 __ 
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1 Pet.18. 
The Apoſtle D. Peter who fell moſt dan- 19. 


Iohn. 173 
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1414-15. But tome perhaps will ſap, how thall we 
ſ@ke him aright-: 7 Janfwer, Dilige De um, 
"of mandatacius obſerva: Loue Gov, and kep 


Commandemens. Here by ſh all all ey 


know that ya Ore 7 1 ary e 
Au ſaith, Da 
be & Sy racks Pie! fi autẽ frigido 


4 
Ioquor, neſcir Wa fog uor - Give me à man 
that is in lane with God, and he feeth this fo 
cet 
2 anveth not ay, 
11 7 is * canſe why Chzifttalking 


Commandements, 
woꝛd lone, as the ſureff 
Aung the fame; koz want whereol 
in he woꝛld the wozld keepeth them not, as 


th. If ye love me keepe my 
Joh.r4. ade ments. Againe, Ne that hath wy 
Ro. 13.15. = 
be that 


1 keepech them, he 1s 
ah te e againe, 1 which 


ill Keep ys mandements. 
what bt. ſtine Ates unto; 
. * 15: Loue this his lone: Ve 
Pſal.; 2.25 neſernes and Mires loue. O loye the Lord, 
Fal. 75. io faith ih David, all his Saints. At Ad 
lone, nd — pone and vet not true lobe vnleſle 
faith : ye that love the L 03d ſegtHat pon. hate 
euill and doe god, ſeek the L od and ye thatl 
line t las enermoꝛe. 


the teſtimonp of Gsds Spirit, which Spirit 


teth himſelfe thecewith as with a teaſt. Da- 


earneſt prayer foz it, where he cryeth ſay 
Reſtore to me the ioy of thy ſalvation, & — 


to Heauen. 37 


Cin God beſtow better things vpon his 
childzon then efernall life? whois the cffict- 
ent cauſe of ſaluafien by the wozking of the 
Holy. Gheſt in the hearts of his childzen, 
thzough faith in Chꝛiſt Aoſus. Foz faith is 


doth not onsly ſpeake within us, but alſo per⸗Rom. &. 6. | 
ſwadeth ns of the god grace of God, to⸗ | 
wards us, by arguments dzawne from our 
free redemption in Chꝛiſt. 

Laſtly, the ſame ſpirit moztifieth ſin in vs, | 
andquicknoth our moztall bodies to bzing Rom. 8. 17 
fozth moſt ſweet t pleaſant fruits vnto God. Gal. 5. 21. 
This bꝛeedeth that inward ſolace, joy and 
peace which the mind and conſctence hath 
with God, becauſe it is freed from the bon- 
dage of ſinne, the curſe of the Law, xc, and 
reſtored to grace againe. 

This joy and ſolace of a god conſcience, 
the Apoftle calleth the Kingdome of God, 
Rom, 1 4.17. And an eſpectall fruit of the ho- 
ly Ghaf, Gal. 5. 22. And a ſure conſequent pro. 25. 
of our juſtification by faith, Rom.,5.1,. And 
the Child of God in all his txoubles comfaz- 


vid longed feꝛ this joy, as appeareth, in 


bliſh me with thy free ſpirit, Pany which _— 
C 4 ſeeks 


Af. 


38 


Mat. 3.8. 
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ſ&ke fo enter in at the ſtrait Gate, chall not 
be able. Wherefoze thou ſecure wozlbling, 
thy conſciente telleth thee that thou haſt not 


yet ſought the Lozdaright: thou haſt not et 
repented, and thou art not yet a linely mems: |. 
ber of Jeſus Chꝛiſt. And further thou knows. 


eft, that howſoever thou art alius at this 
time, yet thou haſt noleaſe of thy life God 
may call thes fozth of the wozld the next 
yeare,thenert houre: yea,he may ftrike ther: 
with a ſudden death at this very pzeſent. 
And in very truth, if thou goeſt fozth of this 
wozld being norepentant finner, thou goeſt 
damned to hell. TZherefozo delay not one mi⸗ 
nute of an houre longer, but with all ſp@de 
repent and turne unto God, and bzing fozth 
fruits wozthy amendment of life, that al thy 
ſinnes may be done away, when the day. of 
death oz the day of judgement ſhall be. And 
doe not thinke with thy ſelfe it hall be ſafft- 
cient to defer thy turning vnto God till thy 


laſt dar, fo2 late repentance is ſeldome true 


repentance. And he which continneth long 


in anp iin, is in a dangerous caſe. At a man 
lpe long icke in ane diſeaſe, hee will ſcarce 
rer duer his fo2mer health: and he which is 


growne in the cuſtome of any finne, and the 

fin is become ripe in him, it is a thoufand to 

one her is neuer ſand, accozding to hat — 
ain 


* 


Py 
_— mn. 


C 


8 4 7 . Cw , 
a _ ..HE___ oo com mw aaa waau 


to Heaven. 


| 
Saint James; ſinne being perfited bringeth 
forth death - 1 
Let us therefoze without any delap re⸗ Tit. 2, 10. 
pent and turne vnto God: foz if wee line in p 
. this wozld, not being tras Cþziſtians, wee 
are far moze vile then the baſeſt creatures 
of all, euen the dog oz toad. Foz firſt we are Rom g. 0 
nothing elſe but a filthy dunghill of all abho⸗ 
mination x vncleannelle, the ſtinke whereof 
hath infected heanen and earth, and no per⸗ 
þ fines canld euer allayitin the neffrils of 
Gad, but onely the ſuffering of Chꝛiſt being 
aſacrifice of a [wete . ſmelling ſauour to - 
God. Me make it very dainty to comen&@re 
alazar man full of bofches , blames and 
ſoares, but much moze are theſe men fo bee 
{ abhozred- which haue lyen many peares 
ſtarke dead in fines. and treſpaſſes: and 
therefsze now da nothing elis but rot i fink SPS. 22. 
in them like vgl loathſome car ions. | 
Againe, if wFliuo as ſecure wozlvlings + 
carnall Goſpellers,and not as true Chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans, we are in danger of all the judgements 
et Gad, ſo thatonery moment ſv n 
map befall us. We may perii 
water, with the old wozld: e be can- 
| fwned with fire and beimſtene with Dodo 
und Gomozah:we may be {wallawed.vp of 
te earth with Corah „Dathan, and 1 


kf 
} 


%. 2 


n 


Ephe. 5. 2. 


we 


Ex. 12.22. 


| — lai 
suis beute n marke in their foꝛehe ad and are 
bone ſafety become a Chziltian. 
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we may hang our ſelues with Judas,we map | 


dave our bzaines daſhed out againſt the 
ground, and be eaten vp of dogs with Jeſabel, 
we may dye in hardnes of heart with Phara- 
oh, we may deſpaire with Cain and Judas, 
we may be ſtricken with ſudden death with 
Ananias and Saphira his wife: wes may bee 
eaten of wozmes with Herod, wie may bes 


mitten that wee cannot heare Govs wozy 


with Feelix, wee may void our guts at the 
Ecolo with Arrius, wee may cry at our death 
chat ius are damned with Latomus, we may 
be loft vnto our ſelues fo mocke, blaſphome, 
and renounte Chiſt with julian the apoſta⸗ 
ta, and wee may ſuſfer many moꝛe fearefull 
„ ſudgements, whereof the Loꝛd hath great 
ftoze, and tend ko the 
that will not bee hambled onder his hand: 
Contratiwiſe, the true Chziftti is ſe far aut 
of the reach of Sdds judge ments, that they 
cannot hart him. Chzilh is a conering and a 
cloud bato thee ag ainſt the heat and — 
of 8 when a mans heart is 


ſyꝛincl 


plagues of God paſſe oner him. 
beſfradion-of Jerulalem the righte- 


Inthe 


fated. "Therekoze let hint that regards dis 


e blwd of this mmaculate 


founding of them ; 


_—— 


* 


* 


— 


gw | 


Ke ooo oo o&f oe wn of oo ei = ac oe mel ods ents oboe.” aa. 


to Heaven. 41 
As becauſe you fe that . many 


— and Lops out of he and 'a 
very wide paſo toll bed eee 944 
therefoze J can give pon, werefozmy g 


lite, is to be much exerciſed ' 2 0 
ebe earſng,reavi OD! 
tation thereof, E alſoto-parchaſe: 
felues the flncere min ker of the Gap e 
to make conſcience fo live vnder tt, eltte- 
| ming yanr ſelues happy if von 
thougbyon want all other 
aka 400 f 1 h 
things. Foz * | Arid ad 2 
3 incomparable Jewell:fo2 the put cha ung 
F 
that aue ; rather 2 gde iat. 
without it. Again, our Saviour hit glu. 
wth the lama connfeli fo the Chiitch of Lav- 
dicea, in theſe ton2vs : F cannſetl th fo bay £22<3-13 | 
e E e 
er and 
maiꝛſt be cloathed,any that thy filthy naked⸗ 
telle doe nat appear: and anoint thine 
eve with eyc-ſalue, that then maye(t ſ&': 
where yon ſer the woꝛd ol God is compared 
to mot pꝛetions gold, whereby tve are mate 
ſpirituatly rich : and to guttering attire, 
herewith dur naked ſoules are cloathed, 
p | nd to an exe/ſalue” wherewith our a” 
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all blindnelſe is cured. Me are adnertice . 
alſo by Jeſus Chziff, whoſe counſells euet 
the belt „ that we ſhould buy. thoſe things | ,F 


they calt vs. Lhe ſame counſel | 2. 
Pro. 33.23. alle gineth Mile ' ſa pings ont 


15 In 9 


t reading & meditatiey |, 
2 is inderde god, p20- 
ca tn peg We 

E 0 92d, 
found pzea y 2 which is the 


| >..--.  _ Gadhs Uh © ds {02 Þ 

| ſauing « las: es | is pie ly (et 

B down. Udhen the wozlv(by wifdome)kneb 

| 2 Cor. 1. Hot God, in the wiſedome of God, it pleaſed 

u God bythefuliſhneſſe of pzeaching to ſaus | 
them that bel&ne : ſoꝛ the wozd pꝛeaches is 
the 82dinary meanes te wozke faith, which 
ind ad is coufirmed by hearing reading, me⸗ 
ditation in the wozd, paper, tc. as if is wail⸗ 

Ro. te 14. ken. Wow ſhall they call bow in whom 
ea bel&ned 2 and how wu = 


— 2 — = 8 5 


to Heaven. 43 
bel&ne in him whom they haue not heard? 
how ſhall they heare without aPzeacher? 
'Fo2 that Niniverepented af the pꝛeaching 
9 | of:lonas. It was therefoze the woꝛd of the 
1025 pʒeached by the Piniſterp of Nathan, 
» | that was the inſtrumentall cauſs of King 
W | Davids hearty repentance, as Samuel recoz⸗ :. Sam. 12. 
ted it, and he confegeth it in the 5 x Pfal. 
Pere then you ſee, that the chiefeſt and 
ter mot pzincipall means which God hath oꝛ⸗ 
* | datned anvſandifiedfo2 the ſating of ſonls, 
| isthe wozp of Ged pꝛeached, and faith is 
thereby increafed and wzonght inthe hearts 
ofthe hearers : 9s Daint Paul ſaith: Faith is Ro.10.:4; 
| wrought by the word of God preached. 
\ Faith doth not onely heare the wopd, re⸗ 
ceine the word, vnderſtandthe woꝛd, reſopce 
7 inthe wozd, koz thus farre many hypocrites 
haue gone in the p:ofeflion of. faith, as APs Mat, 13- 20 
peareth by the ſede ſowne! in the ſtonie 21. 
ground, he heareththe wozd, x incontinent- 
ly with toy receiueth it, yet he hath no rot in 
himſelfe, and dureth but foz a ſeaſon, foz as 
done as tribulation 82 perſecution commeth 
becauſe of ſho woꝛd, by and by he is offended. 
But faich alſo openeth the moſt ſecref part 
ofthe heart,x therein hiveth the woꝛd of God 


as a molt pꝛecious jewel in a treaſure houſe 
fo; the good vſes which God hath * 
n 


eren * * — S 
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Andattiokdpigofth zi the ſectet Jt 

of the heart. thele places doe teflifie,; | 

1. Prov. 4.0. My ſonnehearken untomy | f 
words, enclinethine eare unte my ſayings; | 1 

let them not depart from thine eies, bui keep 
them in the midſt of thy heart. 14 
fl 

q 

| 

\ 

( 

| 


2. Pial. 1 19. 11. Ihid thy promiſes in mine 
heart that I might not ſinne againſt thee. 
3. Plal. 5 1. Behold thou loueſt truth in the 
in ward affections, therefore haſt thou taught 
me wiſdome in the ſecret of my heart. 
Lale. 2. 19. But Aff le pt al theſe ſayings | 
and ed them in her heart. Againe, 
Verſe. 5 2. His Mother kept all theſe {ayiug E 
in her heart. f 
Foz if the woʒd of God be not well wzap | 
| 


LY 


ped in the heart, it all ſone bo vnecoverey; 
diſcryed and denoured of ſome aduerſary; 03 
Ma.13.22 ſome tuili wid will gfow therewithall and | | 
choakes it, as appearetþ in the enill hearers, 

who ate compared bo the ſ@de which was | 

| 

| 


ſowed-among thozns. Ve heareththe wozd, 
but the care of the wazlv, and the — 
nelle of riches chaake then, and hee is 
made dnfruitfull.- 13 


9 4 


Bnt the immoztatlawdeverlaſting lied 5 
which was ſowed in the gd grumd, was 
ſs depely rated in the heart of, Ieremie, 
that hes erged aut ag aint —— 

8 , 


ö to Heaven. 45 
tel ring: His word was in my heart as a bur - Terao.g.te 
ning fire ſhut up in my bones: & I Was wea- | 
ny ty with forbearing, and I could ner ſtay, for 
34 Thad heard the ra lling of many, and feare on 
ep | every ſide: And, Cha. 23. 9. Mine heart brea- 
kech within me becauſe of the Prophets, all 
ine | my bones ſhake. I am lilæe a drunken man, 
nnd like a man whom wine hath overcome: 
he | forthe preſence of the Lord, and for his holy 
zu werds: Ver. 29. Is not my word like fire 
. | (faith the Lo2d) and like a hammer that 
gs F breaketh the hard ſtones ? -- ; 
| | Now vdearely beloued, this doctrine which 
* | Jtcachyou is not mine owne, it is the docs 
tr ine of Jeſus Chziſt, which converteth the 
ſoule, which teacheth the woꝛd ol God fruly, 
um guideth the hearts of every true Chailtt- 
mn, the plaine mans path-way in at the ſtrait 
gate, leading to everlaſting ſaluation. 
Awake thou theretfoze that ſlepeft in the 
bed of ſinne, and make thy flinty heart to 
bled and ed riners ob teares betimes, in 
bewailing of thy ſins:and be hartilp ſozy fo: 
them, and ſtand up from the dead and Chailt 
þ ſhall glue ther light: open thine heart with- 
mut anyfurther delay to receive Chꝛiſt, and 
then he will come and bind the wrong man 
| @afan, and caſt him out, and dwell in tha 
hinſelfe. Then the gates ol hell ſhall neuer 
pꝛeuaile 


3 e Strait Gate 


Dꝛeballe againtt thi : then alt thou 8 
with'Chailt in at the ſtrait gate e narr; 
way which leadeth vnto efernall — | 
there-vwell with him fo euer. | 4 
2 ee. O Lord, the g 
r nes, that we may goe into th nt 
rayſe thy holy name. Tytsis the g 
ofthe L020 the righteons Wall enter into 
and pꝛaiſe him fozenermoze. 4 
Tho God ol peice which bzought. agak 
from the dead, the Loo Jeſus, he's 
Hepherd of the ſhiepe, A 2 
the euerlaſting co 
all god wozkes, — off all — 
both within vs and without vs : canctifls | 
thzonghout, amend all our imperfections 
Kkepe vs blameleſle vntil the day of his m 
gloztons appear ing, that we may enter 
him into his — — to Wy! 
with the Father and holy Spirit, 
God in Trinity, ans Trinity in - 
Unity, be all bleſſing and 
glozy wo2ld with- 


_ Lol: Deo gloria, 


